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PESHAWAR, Dec 6:
The government will set
up community model
colleges to produce
graduates in disciplines
of engineering, agricul-
ture and business ad-
ministration according
to market demand.
“Under the system,
graduates will be pro-
duced in accordance with

the needs of market.
The students would be

| taught on modern lines and

techniques so they can find
jobs soon after they complete

Education Commission said.

The commission in collabo-
ration with experts from pub—
lic sector colleges and univer-
sketch of the proposed model
that would be presented to
the government for approval
in the near future.

If approved by the govern-
ment, five universities affili-
ated with HEC, would select
some of their respective colleg-
es and that would be declared
community model colleges.

The designated colleges
would be run jointly by HEC
and prov1nc1a1 ministries of
education in NWFP Sindh
and Balochistan.

Three universities from
NWFP and one each from
Sindh and Balochistan would
get an estimated amount of Rs4
billion to upgrade their basic in-
frastructure, including purchas-
ing of equipment, printing of
books and acquiring laboratory
accessories, for the new system.

The proposed model, to be
implemented phased-wised, is
aimed at strengthemng the
disciplines of engineering, ag-
riculture and business admin-
istration. The designated col-
leges would continue to re-
ceive funding from the provin-
cial governments while the
funds provided by HEC would
be utilised for upgradation
and modernisation of those

Community model colleges

No more
graduates
than market
demands
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studies,” officials of Higher

Tmmﬂ up

institutions.

“At the start of the pro-
gramme, 12,000 students
would be enrolled in these col-
leges to follow by admission of
12,000 more students next
year. After two years, 12,000
students would be graduated,”
said officials associated with
preparation of the draft pro-
posal for the new system.

The successful students
would be awarded certificates
or degrees equivalent to bache-
lor of arts (BA). They would be
also considered eligible for get-
ting higher education. The pro-
gramme, according to officials,
would run on experimental ba-
sis for 10 years during which
216,000 graduates would be
produced in the entire country.

The programme would un-
dergo an a evaluation after the.
completion of 10 years and the |
federal government would rec-
ommend the respective provin-
cial governments to continue
the same programme from
their own regular budgets.

New courses would be put
in place for these colleges in
line with the modern day’s de-
mand. The community coun-
cils or examination boards
comprising members of the lo-
cal business community, edu-
cational experts, security
agencies, religious leaders
and non-governmental organi-
sations would act as examin-
ing bodies for the community
colleges.

The new mechanism has
been devised keeping in view
the fact that most of the grad-
uates fail to find jobs despite
getting graduation degrees.
The candidates enrolled in
community model colleges
would be trained and raised
in a way so they could take ad-
vantage of the market’s situa-
tion and demands.

Administration of the col-
leges would remain un-
changed and the universities
would be monitoring perform-
ance of their affiliated institu-
tions to maintain quality of
education.
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